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TOWN  OF  DUXBURY 
BY  -  LAWS 


ARTICLE  1 

General  Provisions 

Section  1.  The  following  provisions  shall  constitute 
the  by-laws  of  the  Town  of  Duxbury,  and  the  accept- 
ance and  approval  of  these  by-laws  shall  specifically 
repeal  any  and  all  by-laws  in  force  prior  to  said  ac- 
ceptance and  approval. 

Effect  of  Repeal 

Section  2.  The  repeal  of  a  by-law  shall  not  thereby 
have  the  effect  of  reviving  a  by-law  previously  re- 
pealed. 

Manner  of  Amendment  and  Repeal 

Section  3.  By  a  two-thirds  vote  any  or  all  of  these 
by-laws  may  be  repealed  or  amended  or  other  by-laws 
may  be  adopted  at  any  Annual  Town  Meeting,  an 
article  or  articles,  for  that  purpose  having  been  in- 
serted in  the  warrant  for  that  meeting. 

Penalty 

Section  4.  Whoever  violates  any  of  the  provision^ 
of  these  by-laws,  whereby  any  act  or  thing  is  enjoined 
or  prohibited  shall,  unless  other  provision  is  expressly 
made,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  (20) 
dollars  for  each  offence. 
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ARTICLE  2 


Town  Meetings 

Section  1.    The  Anniial  Town  Meeting  shall  be  held 
on  the  second  Saturday  of  March  of  each  year,  at  the 
hour  designated  by  the  Selectmen* 

Election  of  Officers 

Section  2*    The  election  of  officers  designated  on 
the  official  ballot  shall  take  place  on  the  third 
Saturday  of  March  in  each  year,  also  voting  on 
such  questions  or  matters  as  may  hereafter  properly 
be  submitted  to  vote  in  the  official  ballots,  the 
hour  of  opening  the  polls  to  be  designated  by  the 
Selectmen. 

Special  Town  Meetings 

Section  3.    A  Special  Town  Meeting  may  be  called 
by  the  Selectmen  when  occasion  warrants,  the  date 
and  hour  of  the  meeting  to  be  designated  by  them, 
and  in  addition  to  posting  copies  of  the  warrant 
for  said  special  town  meeting  as  provided  in  Section 
4  of  this  article,  a  copy  of  the  v^arrant  shall  be 
published  in  one  FMymouth  County  newspaper  at  least 
seven  days  before  the  time  of  holding  said  special 
town  meeting* 

registered  V6ter  at  least  ^even  days  before  the  time 
6f  holding  said  special  town  meeting. 


Warrants 

Section  4.  All  warrants  for  Town  Meetings  shall  be 
served  by  posting  an  attested  copy  thereof  in  not  less 
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than  five  public  places  in  the  Town,  seven  days,  at 
least,  before  the  time  of  holding  the  Annual  Meeting, 
and  seven  days,  at  least,  before  the  time  of  holding 
any  special  Town  Meeting.  The  warrant  for  the  An- 
nual Town  Meeting  shall  be  closed  on  the  tiffffey=fest  Toi?^^  -  ^-ifH^ 


Ho 


Section  5 


Quorum:     The  number  of  voters 


necessar3^  to  constitute  a    quorum  at  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  shall  be  five  percent   (5%)  of  the 
registered  voters  of  record  on  the  January  first 
preceding  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  and  at  any- 
Special  Town  Meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of 
appropriating  money  the  number  shall  also  be  five 
percent  (5>)  of  the  registered  voters  of  record 
on  the  January  first  preceding  the  Special  Town 
Meeting. 

Section  6.  The  Moderator  for  all  town  meetings 
shall  be  a  qualified  voter  of  the  Town  who  holds  no 
other  Town  Oflfice,  and  shall  be  elected  at  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  for  a  term  of  one  year. 


Section  7.  All  articles  in  the  w^arrant  shall  be  acted 
on  in  the  order  of  their  arrangement,  unless  the  Meet- 
ing, by  vote,  determines  otherwise. 

Section  8.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no 
motion  shall  be  entertained,  except  to  adjourn  the 
meeting,  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  postpone  to  a  certain 
time,  to  commit,  or  refer  to  recommit,  to  amend,  or 
to  postpone  indefinitely,  which  several  motions  shall 
have  the  precedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are 
herein  mentioned. 

Section  9.  All  motions  shall  be  reduced  to  writing 
w^hen  requested  by  the  Moderator. 
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Section  10.  Upon  taking  the  question,  if  the  decision 
of  the  Moderator  is  questioned,  the  Moderator  shall 
request  all  persons  to  be  seated  and  those  voting  in 
the  affirmative  or  negative  respectively,  shall  rise  and 
stand  until  they  shall  have  been  counted  by  the  tellers. 

Section  11.  The  Moderator's  decision  shall  not  be 
questioned  on  matters  of  decorum  or  disorder  in  the 
meeting.  On  other  matters  it  can  only  be  over-ruled 
by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  persons  voting,  on  a  direct 
appeal  to  the  meeting. 

Section  12.  All  members  of  a  committee  chosen  by 
the  Meeting,  shall  be  informed  of  their  appointment 
by  the  Town  Clerk  in  writing,  stating  the  duties  which 
such  committee  was  appointed  to  perform.  If  appointed 
by  the  Moderator,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Meet- 
ing, he  shall  inform  each  member  in  writing  of  his 
appointment,  and  after  the  list  of  members  who  have 
accepted  the  service  is  complete,  he  shall  send  the 
names  of  the  same  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  record.  When 
the  Meeting  names  the  committee  it  shall  make  pro- 
vision for  filling  vacancies  on  such  committee. 

Section  13.  The  first  named  on  the  committee  shall 
be  its  temporary  chairman,  who  shall  see  that  its  mem- 
bers meet  and  organize  by  the  choice  of  a  permanent 
chairman  and  secretary.  A  record  of  the  meetings  shall 
be  kept  by  the  secretary,  and  the  record  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  inspection. 

Section  14.  A  committee  shall  be  considered  dis- 
charged when  its  work  is  completed ;  and  a  Town  Meet- 
ing may  discharge  any  of  its  committees  for  causes 
satisfactory  to  the  Meeting. 


Section  15.  The  duties  of  the  Moderator,  not  pre- 
scribed by  the  Statutes  or  by  the  foregoing  by-laws, 
shall  be  determined  by  the  general  rules  of  parliamen- 
tary law  as  set  forth  in  Robert's  Rules  of  Order. 


Section  1.  The  Selectmen  shall  exercise  a  general 
supervision  over  all  matters  affecting  the  interests  or 
welfare  of  the  Town. 

Section  2.  The  Selectmen  shall  hold  regular  meet- 
ings at  the  Town  Offices  at  least  once  each  week. 

Section  3.  Beginning  with  the  year  1948,  and  every 
five  years  thereafter,  the  Selectmen  shall  cause  to  be 
printed  in  the  Annual  Report  for  that  year,  a  complete 
list  of  both  real  and  personal  property,  other  than 
motor  vehicles,  taxed  during  the  year  covered  by  said 
annual  town  report,  together  with  its  valuation  as 
determined  by  the  Assessors,  and  also  a  list  of  those 
persons  subject  to  a  poll  tax. 

Section  4.  The  Selectmen  may  institute,  prosecute, 
defend,  compromise  and  settle  claims,  actions,  suits, 
or  other  proceedings  brought  by,  in  behalf  of,  or 
against  the  Town,  provided,  however,  that  they  shall 
act  on  advice  of  counsel  when  the  amount  to  be  paid 
exceeds  one  hundred  (100)  dollars,  and  they  may 
employ  counsel  in  suits  by  or  against  the  Town,  and 
also  whenever  they  deem  it  advisable. 

Section  5.  The  Selectmen  may  appear  (either  per- 
sonally or  by  counsel)  before  any  committee  of  the 


ARTICLE  3 


Selectmen 
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Legislature,  or  board,  or  commission,  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  Town,  but  are  not  authorized  by  this 
by-law  to  commit  the  Town  to  any  course  of  action. 

Section  6.  All  officers  and  committees  of  the  Town 
shall  file  their  annual  reports  with  the  Selectmen  on 
or  before  January  15th  of  the  following  year. 

Section  7.  For  the  purpose  of  making  an  accurate 
estimate  of  the  Summer  population,  t"he  Selectmen 
shall  cause  to  be  made,  beginning  in  the  year  1950, 
and  every  five  years  thereafter,  a  numerical  census  of 
the  population  of  the  Town,  said  census  to  be  made 
after  July  10th,  and  not  later  than  July  25th. 

Section  8.  Whenever  any  land  held  by  the  Town 
is  to  be  sold,  the  department  making  the  sale,  shall 
send  by  registered  mail  a  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  such  sale  to  each  abutter  as  shown  by  the  Assessors' 
records^  seven  days  at  least  before  such  sale. 

ARTICLE  4 
Toiwn  Clerk 

Section  1.  The  Town  Clerk  shall  furnish  all  boards, 
committees,  and  officers,  with  a  copy  of  all  votes  af- 
fecting them. 

Section  2.  The  Town  Clerk  shall  see  that  everv 
conveyance  to  the  Town,  or  by  the  Town,  of  any  in- 
terest in  land  is  properly  recorded  in  the  Registrv  of 
Deeds,  and  shall  keep  a  true  copy  in  a  book  to  be  kept 
for  that  purpose  alone,  of  all  deeds  and  conveyances 
executed  by  the  Selectmen,  and  shall  keep  on  file  all 
deeds  delivered  to  the  Town. 
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ARTICLE  5 

I  w 

0)  P  4^  T*. 

•HCtf^^^H      -H       OCd       O  r-IO  i~»£^«H«OC003 

cdT^^S-iW        'dtJ  ^qjViW^ca+i  5) 

fHCOfS  Q       C       CO**^       cCtO  H^CT^W  ^4^^4J 

^  O  O  W  ro  ^  c:  03  W       C)  >.   .  ?^       CO  05    -C-H  C  ^      X  P  CC  rH 

e  bo*^  bcx)  4->  43  ^       Jh  4^       fvj  a*  o 

a>r-|{::^OJ-..^»H«HOOO«HO^-H  r-i  ogocfeox^H 

0)0)  a>o)H^  ^hCC  o:}4-5  i0©h-O4^«'H*h  o 
co3^cQ0)oc:*He3  8)oocJSrHcfi;:s        .HciO)  •^OQ 

T>  03  O  CO       O       0)  O  JL.  rH       O  O  *H  -H        •»  G>  W  .H  ?4 

0)       OqJiH^^^WX?       0)  COC  ^  H  CO      H  G)  CQ  O  O 

Eh  C  -H  ©  f^f  ©  -H  O  p  fi3  1"    ;  rH       O  tl5  ^  «3  4^ 

4^  ^5  ^  O  C       S  tii5«H  ^       flS        •asc  CX,  ^  ©^ 

a^«H     c©  •kc:c:©e5u':+iiHc  rH©xJ©4^©t;x:o 

p©ojc:<do    c:     ns©(0x:>»c34^  scd4^4:» 

o       or-ic:^<©'d  ©^  OT3C-p©-p+^     0)  s 

^t>,©e6acO©>C:©C:©«<       rH>,  •H^^^JJL^.^t, 

43t»0©       JH^Wai^O^®CQnH©  4500S-P^©C'P*H 

o  ©  (0     t^4^  B  •H4^s::oP«g  4^3c<d 

©>r-(0£c^  ^co  ©cp<o^^c:o©x: 

C/5©p,43^©C  COOc«000©HjDO 

accordance  witn  Article  16,  Chapter  89  of  the  General 
Laws. 


Section  2.  The  appointments  under  the  preceding 
section  shall  be  made  during  April  of  each  year  to  be 
effective  upon  the  first  day  of  May  following. 

Section  3.  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  said 
committee,  by  resignation,  or  otherwise,  said  vacancy 
shall  be  filled  by  the  Moderator.  A  successor  shall  fill 
out  the  unexpired  term  of  the  member  whose  office 
has  been  vacated. 

Section  4.  The  Selectmen,  before  publishing  a  war- 
rant for  a  Town  Meeting,  shall  transmit  a  copy  thereof 
to  the  chairman  of  the  finance  committee,  and  such 
committee  shall  hear  all  citizens  known  to  it  to  be  in- 
terested in  any  article  of  the  warrant,  and  shall  con- 
fer or  consult  with  such  departments,  officers,  commit- 
tees or  employees  as  may  have  information  concerning 
the  subject  matter  of  the  articles  in  the  warrant,  fol- 
lowing which,  the  Committee  shall  return  the  warrant 
to  the  Selectmen  together  with  their  recommendations 
thereto  which  shall  be  included  with  a  copy  of  the 
warrant  when  published  for  distribution. 

ARTICLE  7 
Town  Counsel 

Section  1.  No  town  department  or  official  shall  re- 
quest the  services  of  Town  Counsel,  as  such,  without 
first  obtaining  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen. 

ARTICLE  8 

Town  Landings 

Section  1.  No  portion  of  any  town  landing  shall  be 
leased  to  any  private  party  and  no  building  shall  be 
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erected  or  maintained  on  any  town  landing  except  it 
be  by  the  Town  and  for  public  use. 


Traff ia  Rulos  and  Ordero 

Section  !♦    ttegulationii  of  September  9,  1935 
(approved  by      F.  Callahan,  CosmiBBionWp 
Department  of  Public  V/orks)  and  as  amended  Nov* 
14 f  1957  (and  approved  by  Antliony  N.  Diljatale, 
C'Otrm.  of  D0pt#  of  Public  Works)  and  as  ajciendad 
October  4>  1962  (and  approved  by  Jack  P»  Ricciardi, 
Qammf  Dept.  of  F^bllc  l-orks)  are  isada  a  part 
of  thaaa  by«»laita« 

T.  Bushnell,  Attorney  General,  is  made  a  part  of  these 
by-la^s^  ,^^^,^1-    ^^65-  An'^y^^YHtyxi'',  ^^So   fiifiX'  M 

(Insert  1962  Amendment) 

The  Board  of  Appeals  appointed  and  acting 
under  the  (Zoning)  Protective  l^y-Law  shall 
constitute  the  Board  of  Appeals;  under  the  Subdivision 
Control  Law  with  the  cwwers  and  duties  granted  by 
General  Laws  (Ter.Ed.)  Chapter  41,  Section 

ARTICLE  11 

The  Trustees  of  the  Caraetery  Department  are 

authorised  to  accept  nisn?^  of  "^ont^Y  to  be  held  in 
tnmt  by  the  Town  as  Flcwcr  Funds^  the  Interest 
therefr'om  to  be  used  for  flowers  for  >}emorial  ley , 
and/or  such  other  days  as  may  bo  notad  in  the  request » 
to  be  placed  on  the  lot  d«5siOTiatf>d,  and  any  surplus 
interest  to  be  used  for  the  care  of  the  lot. 


At  the  Annual  Tovm  Meeting,  March  l\ 
'^nder  Article  45?  Voted  to  amend 

.  ..he  following  manner:  Under  Arti 
Meetings,  by  striking  out  the  word  ^ 
the  second  line  of  Section  1  and  ins 
wcrd  ''Second^'  so  that  Section  1  v/il-1 
fallows : 

^'  Section  1.  The  xinnual  Tov/n  M.et;U.i 
held  on  the  second  Saturday  of  March 
year  J  at  the  hour  designated  by  the 
and  under  Section  tvro,  by  striking 
^'Second^'  in  the  second  line,  and  in^ 
X'\rord  ^^Third^'*  so  that  Section  two  wi] 
follows : 

Section  2.     The  election  of  offic 
on  the  official  ballot  shall  take  p2 
third  Saturday  of  March  in  each  year 
on  such  questions  or  matters  as  may 
nronr^rlv  hf^  Rnhmitt.Rd  to  vot^  in  tl 


At  th©  Annual  Town  Meeting,  fterch  14,  1953  - 

Under  Article  49 »  voted  to  amand  Article  2, 
Section  3  of  th©  Town  }*y-Law5,  titl«  "Special 
Tovm  Meetings",  by  striking  out  tho  following 
words:    "A  copy  of  the  warrant  shall  be  ''ished 
in  two  or  more  Plymouth  County  newspaper^  at  least 
seven  days  before  the  time  of  holding  said  special 
town  meeting  and  a  post  card  notice  shall  be  sent 
to  each  registered  voter  at  least  seven  days  before 
the  time  of  holding  said  special  to^«m  meeting," 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  following: 
"A  copy  of  the  warrant  shall  be  published  in  one 
Plymouth  County  newspaper  at  least  -^-^^ren  days 
before  the  time  of  holding  said  sj       il  town  meeting," 
80  that  Article  2,  Section  3»  shall  read  as  follows: 
"SPECIAL  TOWN  MSSTING:    Section  3.    A  Special  Town 
Meeting  may  be  called  by  the  Selectmen  when  occasion 
warrants,  the  date  and  hour  of  the  meeting  to  be 
designated  by  them,  and  in  addition  to  posting 
copies  of  the  warrant  for  said  special  tovm  meeting 
as  provided  in  Section  4  of  this  article,  a  copy 
of  the  warrant  shall  be  published  in  one  Plymouth 
County  newspaper  at  least  seven  days  before  the 
time  of  holding  said  special  town  meeting." 
(Vote:    Yes  Bj',  Ho  6)    Approved  by  Attorney  General 
George  Pingold  on  May  15 »  1953. 


At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  11,  1961  - 


Under  Article  20,  it  was  voted  to  amend 
the  Town*s  By-Laws  in  accordance  v/ith  paragraph 
10,  Section  21  of  Chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws, 
so  that  Article  3,  Section  9,  will  read  as  follows: 
Section  9.    The  Selectmen  shall  assign  to 
Saeh  and  every  existing  dwelling  place  and 
each  and  every  place  of  business  and  to  each 
new  dwelling  place  and  to  each  new  placs  of 
business,  provided  that  such  dwelling  place 
or  place  of  business  has  a  separate  exterior 
entrance,  on  or  near  a  public  or  private  way, 
a  street  number  in  the  following  manner: 
Even  numbers  shall  be  assigned  to  the  north 
and  west  side  of  streets.    Odd  numbers  shall 
be  assigned  to  south  and  east  sides  of 
streets.    On  each  side  of  each  street,  the 
numbers  shall  be  assigned  consecutively,  with 
one  nuDiber  for  each  thirty  running  feet. 
This  by-law  shall  not  require  action  by  the  Selectmen 
until  such  time  as  the  Town  has  appropriated  a  sum 
of  money  to  carry  out  its  terms.     (Vote:    Yes  253; 
No  105) 

Under  Article  44,  it  was  voted  to  amend  the 
By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Duxbury  by  inserting  the 
following,  section  under  .\rticle  }: 

gMBH|tei  10.    The  Selectmen  shall  call  quarterly 
^^^B^MUIgs  on  a  date  dpecifiod  by  them,  at  which 
elected  and  appointed  officials'  of  the  Town 
and  all  boards  or  comaiittQes  elected  or 
appointed  for  the  discharge  of,  or  the  study  of, 
town  functions  shall  discuss  current  or  future 
problems  or  plans  of  the  Town,  and  shall 
entertain  suggestions  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  Town.    The  presiding  officer  at  these 
meetings  shall  be  the  Moderator,  except  that 
in  his  absence  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  shall  preside.     (Vote:    Yes  194; 
No  23) 

March  27,  1961,  approved  by  the  Attorney  General, 
£.  J.  McGorraack,  Jr. 

At  the  /mnual  Town  Meeting,  March  10,  1962  - 

Under  /article  39,  it  was  voted  unanimously  to 
amend  the  Duxbury  By-Laws  by  adopting  the  provi- 
sions of  Chapter  41,  Section  iJlZ  of  the  General 
.aws  (Ter.Ed.)  as  follows:     "The  Board  of  Appeals 
appointed  and  acting  under  the  (Zoning)  Protective 
3y-Lavr  shall  constitute  the  Board  of  Appeals  under 
the  Subdivif*d)n  Control  Law  with  the  pov/ers  and 
duties  granted  by  General  Laws  (Ter.Ed.)  Chapter  41, 
Section  ^IZ." 

Boston,  r^ass..  May  1,  1962 

The  foregoing  amendment  to  by-laws  is  hereby 
apprtved . 

E.  J.  McGormack,  Jr.,  Att. General 


At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  9,  I963  - 

Under  Article  4^1  it  was  vtoed  unanimously  to 
amend  the  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Duxbury  as  follows: 

By  deleting  from  the  last  sentence  of  Section  4, 
Article  2,  the  words  "thirty-first"  and  inseting  in 
place  thereon  the  words,   "forty-fifth"  so  that  said 
sentence  will  then  read:     "The  Warrant  for  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  shall  be  closed  on  the  forty-fifth  day 
previous  to  the  day  of  the  meeting," 

Approved  by  Edward        Brooks,  Attorney  General,  on 
April  30,  1963  at  Boston,  Mass. 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  March  14,  1964  - 

Under  Article  31,  it  was  voted  unanimously  to 
amend  the  Town  By-Laws  by  adding  the  following: 
The  Trustees  of  the  Cemetery  Department  are 
authorized  to  accept  siams  of  money  to  be  held 
in  trust  by  the  Town  as  Flower  Funds,  the 
interest  therefrom  to  be  used  for  flowers  for 
Memorial  Day,  and/or  such  other  days  as  may  be 
noted  in  the  request,  to  be  placed  on  the  lot 
designated,  and  any  surplus  interest  to  be 
used  for  the  care  of  the  lot. 
Approved  by  Edward  W.  Brooke,  Attorney  General,  on 
April  27,  1964  at  Boston,  Mass. 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Duxbury, 
Massachusetts,  held  on  Saturday,  March  11,  19'67, 
and  on  Monday,  March  13,  196?  and  on  Tuesday, 
March  14,  196?  - 

At  the  session  held  on  March  14,  196?  - 

VOTE 

Under  Article  74,  it  was  voted  that  the 
Town  change  the  By-Law  Article  2,  Section  5  to  read 
as  follows:     ^^QuorumV    The  number  of  voters  nec- 
essary to  constitute  a  quorum  at  the  Annual  Town 
Meeting  shall  be  five  percent  {^%)  of  the  regis- 
tered voters  of  record  on  the  January  first 
preceding  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  and  at  any  Special 
Town  Meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  appropriating 
money  the  number  shall  also  be  five  percent  {5%) 
of  the  registered  voters  of  record  on  the  January 
first  preceding  the  Special  Town  Meeting." 
Vote:     Yes  214,  No  4. 

A  true  copy  attest: 

(signed)  Maurice  H.  Shirley 

Town  Clerk 

Boston,  Mass,,  July  13,  196? 

The  foregoing  amendment  to  by^^laws  adopted 
under  Article  74  is  approved. 

(signed)  Elliot  L.  Richardson 

Attorney  General 
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